
Phonics Parent Workshop



Overview

• Why we teach phonics.

• How we teach phonics.

• What you can do to help your children at 
home.



Why is Phonics Important?

• Phonics is a way of teaching children to 
read.

• Reading opens the door to ALL learning.

• A child who is read to frequently is likely 
to become a good reader.

• A good reader will learn and want to 
extend their knowledge.

• We want reading to be a rewarding, 
enjoyable and successful experience for 
your child.



Our aims are to...

• Link sounds and letters.

• Develop reading.

• Develop writing.

• All children to be confident and skilful readers, 
able to read a variety of different text types.



Programmes  Used

• We use the Letters and Sounds Programme, as well as teaching the 
jolly phonic actions to help the children remember. This sets out 
phases of teaching to give children a solid knowledge of how we 
use the alphabet for reading and spelling.

• Fun approach to learning.

• It includes stories, songs ,actions, games and books.

• Phonics is taught everyday. 



Phonics

• A phoneme is the smallest unit of sound in a word.

• We aim to teach 4 new phonemes during a week. 

• Pure sounds are really important. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ksblMiliA8

• In each lesson the children should always have the 
opportunity to read and write.

• A phonics lesson lasts about 15-20 minutes. 

• In each lesson we revisit, teach, practice, apply and 
assess.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ksblMiliA8


Phonics

• We teach single letter sounds initially followed by digraphs and trigraphs. 

• We learn how to spell words by sounding them out.

• We teach them to blend vc words and then cvc words.

s ch igh



VC and CVC words

in
sat

up

man



•Once children are secure in their knowledge of just a few sounds we 
begin work on ‘blending’, which is the process of saying the individual 
sounds in a word and then running them together to make the word.
http://mrthorne.com/introduction-to-synthetic-phonics/

.This is an essential skill for both reading and spelling words in writing, 

but children will master it at different rates and at their own pace.

Using pure sounds is really important 
to help blending and segmenting. 

Blending to Read

http://mrthorne.com/introduction-to-synthetic-phonics/


How do we read this?

night

March



Segmenting to spell

• Say the word

• Stretch the word 

• What sounds do we hear?

__  __  __



Blending and Segmenting



Key words

• Children will be sent home with the first most common 
key words shortly.

• You will receive blue words first, followed by green, 
orange and finally red. 

• We test the children regularly on both reading and 
writing these words to ensure they are ready for the 
next set. 

• These high frequency words are a mixture of ‘tricky’ 
and phonetically plausible words.  



Tricky words

-Tricky words are words which 
cannot be sounded out and are not 
phonetically plausible, such as: 

put, said, was and you. 

-Children will have to learn these 
words off by heart. 

-Children will need to practice 
reading and writing these from 
memory. 



Year 1
• Class 1 also have a daily 

phonics session. 
• Class 1 will tend to focus on 

digraphs and different 
variations of the same 
sound for example ‘ai’ and 
‘ay’.

• Year 1 complete a Phonics 
Screening Test. All children 
will be well prepared for it.

• The phonics screening 
consists of 40 words, 20 
phonetically plausible real 
words and 20 alien or 
nonsense words. 



Alien words or Nonsense words

vap

queeb

•Alien words are important 
to see if they know the 
sounds they have been 
taught and not just learnt 
words from memory. 

•It teaches then to decode 
words. 
http://www.phonicsplay.co.
uk/member-
only/BuriedTreasure2.html

http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/member-only/BuriedTreasure2.html


Writing and Letter Formation

• Correct writing posture and 
pencil grip.

• Correct letter formation.

• Sitting their writing on the 
line. 

• The importance of gross 
motor skills and fine motor 
skills.



Pencil Grip

• Correct pencil grip improves handwriting and fluidity of writing.

• Many educators believe it helps with overall brain development as well.

• The earlier children develop correct pencil grip the quicker their writing 
progresses. 



Writing and Letter Formation.



How can you help?

• Read a range of stories and texts every day.

• Talk about the story.

• Practice the sounds at home (pure sounds!).

• Encourage blending and segmenting.

• Help your child learn their key words.

• Lots of praise and encouragement.



Reading at Home.

• Your child will be sent home a reading book this 
week. 

• Read other books together. 

• Most children will not have words yet.

– Ask questions about the pictures

– Make up the story

– Blend and segment words

– Ask your child for the initial sound

– Use lots of different vocabulary.





Games to play

•Rhyming soup

•Find that sound/word!

•Simon says!

•Make that word.



Final Thoughts...

• Your child will learn if it is fun, practical, hands on.

• Children need regular practice in all the different skills linked 
to phonics and reading.



Thank you for listening

any questions?


